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regents. When the re gents v oted ag a i n s t c losing of
Springfield, in 1980, he replaced them, he replaced them,
and he eventually closed Spring f i e l d . " So i t goe s on t o
say, "Allowing the governor to run the universities of any
state is undemocratic and it is dangerous." I am sure that
Governor Ker r e y wou l dn ' t be that nearsighted. B ut B o b
Kerrey isn't always going to be our governor. We' re go i ng
to have different governors 'n the state, and they are going
to operate in different ways. I passed out an article,
yesterday I think it was, on what the South Dakota State
University students are doing i n re g ar d t o the appointment
o f r e gen t s . Th ey ' v e started a petition d rive t o req ui r e
that regents be elected. They say appointed regents are not
to the best interest of South Dakotans. A lso I pa ss e d o u t
an A s s o c i a t e d P r e s s st o r y that says that the Democrats
criticized Governor Branstad for no rea ppointing three
regents in the State of Iowa. I wish y o u woul d t ake a few
minutes to read that article. We don't have that problem in
Nebraska b e c ause we e l e c t ou r regents. I th ink that is the
way it should be. A ri"ona used to elect their r egents .
Then t hey we nt t o appointing their r egents. Now I
understand they are unhappy with that, and a b i l l h as be e n
introduced to elect t he r e gent s a g a i n . The r ea s o n i s t h at
appointed regents are not what the people i n Ar i z ona want .
I just wanted to call your fact to these three s tat es . Som e
of you may say that elected regents is cumbersome. But I
f eel t h a t i t i s demo c r a t i c a nd gi ve s t h e p e o p l e a voic e i n
h igher e d u c a t i o n. Th e system we have here in Nebraska is a
good one. It has worked for a long time. I t d o e s n ' t ne e d
to be altered. Like the saying goes, if it's working why
fix it. Giv ing the governor the power to appoint the
regents takes this power away from the people and g i ve s i t
t o on e w hc c an u se i t f or h i s o r h e r own ga i n and even
p rof i t , l i ke i t ha s done i n t h e St a t e o f Sout h D a k o t a .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR HEFNER: I do n't believe that we should a l l o w m ore
p ower t o be conc en t r at ed i n Li nc ol n . We need to k eep
electing our regents by districts. The wa y we h av e i t no w ,
these elected regents real l y , r e al l y do wo r k f o r t he i r j o b .
T hey a r e ded i ca t e d , h ardwork in g p e r s o n s . Some of them
campaign harder than you or I did when we were campaigning
for our office. In some instance they campaign harder than
some of our congressional candidates. Four year s ago t he
Legislature reappointed or r eapp o r t i on e d t h e regents
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